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democratic republic with a constituent assembly, and not a
party central committee. For a moment decision hung in the
balance. The Independents and the Spartacists had worked in
very close relations in the past weeks; they had all gone 10 school
to the Russians, and were in close touch with the Bolshevik
rulers. But among them there were very many—so difficult is it,
pace Herr Hitler, for men to turn oriental overnight—who had
considerable doubts as to the wisdom of transplanting the Russian
system on to German soil. To many of them the lull gospel of
Lenin was not one for a free people., a civilised people; it could
not be that Germany needed a ferocious and tyrannical dictator-
ship before her people could be educated up to a Socialist
republic. It was the Socialist republic that was their aim, They
had none of Lenin's bitter individualism and contempt for the
masses, and none of Hitler's. They wanted a Utopia not a blood-
bath, and in the offer they saw the means of uniting a great move-
ment and establishing the Socialist republic firmly on the basis
of a Socialist majority. Like Ebert, they reasoned that in a
civilized nation there could never be permanent acquiescence
in a proletarian dictatorship, and that a proletarian dictatorship
in Germany would encounter forces which were not present in
Russia. It was possible to exterminate the bourgeois and hold
down the peasant in a land of wide spaces like Russia; it would
never be possible to hold down even the working man in a highly-
industrialized country like Germany, But there might be a
dictatorship of the masses in Germany, if there could never he
a dictatorship over the masses, and, if the government were a
majority one, dictatorship was a misnomer. They set German
realities higher than Russian fantasies, and so they consented.
The new Council of Commissaries—it was natural that
Leninist-, or rather Trotskyist-noxnendaturc should be used
to mark that there had been a revolution—was however founded
on mutual misconceptions and ended in mutual mistrust. From
the point of view of the doctrinaire Communist, both Majority
and Independent leaders were traitors to the Leninist revolution*
That is perfectly true, and neither, one fancies, would offer any
defence save that one cannot be a traitor to that to wMch one

